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HFumbly offer d againſt 


- 


The BILL now depending in Par- 


5 liament, &c. 


I T is not at all ſtrange 
to fee the Attention of 
the Nation excited, and 


the Apprehenſions of 


1 mY » 
o 
— 
On 
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a” the graver Part alarni'd 
by the Bill now depending in Par- 
liament, to reſtrain the Diſpoſition of 


Lands in Mortemain, to Uſes called 
| Cha- 


44 


| FS: A Fe a 


Charitable. An Act to reſtrain Cha- 


rities muſt needs found harſh in 
the Ears of a People, accuſtom'd- 
to conſider them as the Fruits of 
that Beneyolence and Publick Spi- 
rit, that conſtiture the Character 
of a good Chriſtian, and good 
Citizen. Were it now, nfs! 

the prevailing Humour, as it has 
formerly been, to give away Lands 
in Mortemain to the Support of 
ſome reigning . and popular Super- 
ſtition, there would be great Rea- 
ſon to check the Miſchief of ſuch 
miſtaken Piery : But the preſent 
Stream of National Charity ſeems 
ro flow only in its proper Chan- 
nel, and from that genuine Source 
of Humanity and Love to Man- 
kind, that naturally prompts us to 
relieve the Afflicted and Unfor- 


tunate. 


It - 


TW 
- It will hardly be deny d, that 
chi Endowment of ty (= Cha- 
rities is, in ſome Degree or other, 
uſeful to a Nation: For” K ib 


Poor and the Helpleſs muſt be 


provided for, a ſtanding Method 
of Relief, adapted to all Caſes of 
Diſtreſs, muſt anſwer that End 
more effectually than any uncer- 


' tain or occaſional Contributions; 
and. there can be no Difference, 
as to the Intereſts of the Commu- 


- whether the Money fo em- 


— 2 ariſe from Lands ſettled, or 
occaſional Collections; provided, 


that thoſe Lands exceed not the De- 


7 mands of the Service to which — 


are aſſign d. 7 
here are but rtwo' Calls in 


which the Settlement of Lands to 


Charitable Uſes ought to be pro- 
hibited. Firf, when the Charities 


”  themlelyes are uſeleſs or miſchie- 


vous. 


| „„ 
vous. Secondly, when ſuch Alie- 
nation of Lands bears ſo great a 
Proportion to the Property of the 
Kingdom, as, to become a Dis- 
couragement to Trade and In- 
. 
The Preamble of the Bill ſeems 
to ſuggeſt the firſt of theſe Caſes, 
as the Ground of it: The publicł 
| Miſchief of improvident Alienations 
made by Inguiſhing or dying Per- 
ſons, ſuch as our ancient Laws con- 
© demn-=-- That is, ſuch as our An- 
ceſtors in Popiſh Times found grie- 
vous: And if nothing elſe be 
meant, than to put a Stop to ſuch 
Alienations, every honeſt Man 
would concur, not only to re- 
ſtrain, but to aboliſh; them; and 
to convert them to better Uſes, 
from being a Public Miſchief, to 
a Publick Benefit: But then the 
enacting Part will appear to be 
5 un- 


£81. 


TY TY. that for a Remedy of 
improvident Alienations, {eſtas all 
Alienations whatſoever, without a- i 


ny Diſtinction of. Good or Bad; 


and to correct the Abuſe of Cha. 
rity, extinguiſſies it. 


But if the Bill be grounded on, : 
what is mention'd in the Second 
Caſe, the acłual Increaſe of Charita- | 
ble Donations ro a Proportion hurtful | 


to the Nation; I am perſuaded a= © 


gain, that all candid! Men, con- 
vinc'd of the Reality of this Fact, 
would think it IR to re- 
ſtrain all Alienations whatſoever, 
as far as they add Weight to the 
Evil Gael. But this can ne- 
ver be attempted with Succeſs, or 


to general Satisfaction, till an Ac 
count be firſt taken of the State 


of all our Publick Charities, with 


an Eſtimate of their Revenues, 


and the Proportion of them to the 
* B re- 


cle of Publick Expence, how much 


2 I 
remainin Lands of the Kingdom: 
For r tall ich ap - Enguiry 1 7 . 
ally made, de the ate 
fairly peta Wii to "he Ge n rr 
tion of, the Pnblick. it "will © be. 
thought too halt) and tre 
a Proceeding, and un becoming fl 
Gravity 1 the Legiſlature, * 
make a Law of ſo great Impor-, 
tance, that ſenſibly, affects. the L-, 
berty and Property. of every | Carpo-. : 


ration, ewery Pariſb, "FE ſingle, 


Perſon in the, N ation rom the Ri 
2 t mean df ba 775 | "I 
The Wiſdom 0 Parliament ne ne- 
ver provides for any Narignal Her- 
vice, till an ante 0 the. 5 1 
vice, and an cane ot 
Charge, drawn from the Exps-. Fo. 
rience of many Fears, 1 * | 
laid before them And if 05 tho * 
neceſſary in e every Arti- 


more 
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5 [rr 
more ſo muſt it %a in determi min 
ing, with any good Effect, the | 
fit Proportion 'of what all the 
Peöple of E England oughr to ex- 


pehd 14 05 All Chaticable 515 what- 


ſoe ver? 
Thele obviclis RefleQiong Huff. 


'ciently ſhew, tliat, whatever "Good 


may be intended, or hereafter pol 
fibly effected by this Bill, it cannot 


as yet be ſeaſorable or ripe for Exe- 
cution, till the Purpoſe and Effecks 
of it be more deliberately on d, 


than-they appear hitherto to have 
been; and its Benefits i more diſtinct- 
ly demonſtrated to the Sen of the 
Ninen: ' OAT | 


But beſides che gener Objec: 
tions, many others will occur, more 


22 and perſonal; ſüggeſted 


ore or leſs to particular Perſons, 
as they happen to be concern'd with 
any Charitable Foundation, or ſtand 
B 2 related 


1 5 2 ] 
related to any Corporation, that is 
likely to ſuffer by it. For we may 
eaſily imagine that many Inſtances 
will be produc'd, from different Parts 
of the Kingdom, of Charitable Do- 
nations, left unfiniſh'd, and now 
growing up to the Comfort and 
Benefit of particular Pariſhes and 

Societies, as well as to the common 
Utility, which will be wholly ſup- 
preſſed and ſtifled by the Succeſs of 
il... ee 

But the ſtrongeſt Objection of 
the Sort will ariſe from the Tuo Uni- 
verſities; who, having the greateſt 
Intereſt at Stake, are the moſt par- 
ticularly alarm'd, to find themſelves 
included, under the Reſtraints and 
Incapacities of it, in common with 
all other Corporations; tho' their 
Poſſeſſions, of all others, are the leaſt 
obnoxious to publick Envy, nor in 


any 


5 Me 
any degree chargeable with th 
Miſchief ſuggeſted by it. 
For the Univerſities do not de- 
rive their Origin from the Charity 
of private Benefactors, or of lan- 
guiſhing and of dying Perſons, but 
_ wereeſtabliſh'd with great Care and 
Wiſdom by our Princes, aſſiſted by 
the Legiſlative Authority of cheKing- 
dom; and chiefly by thoſe Princes 
and Parliaments, who were no Fa- 
vourers of the Diſpoſition of Lande 
in Mortemain: And whatever has 
ſince been given to them, or to par- 
ticular Colleges, by particular Foun- 
ders, was but done in Conſequence 
and Imitation of the declared Senſe ' 
and Wiſdom of the Nation. Theſe 
Settlements therefore cannot be 
deem'd improvident, or a publick Miſ- 
chief, that were made with the 
greateſt Deliberation and Foreſight, 


15140] 
PE the Beſt and the Wieſt, for the 


bi 
7 te 4 aint; are not to be 
conſiderd, as a Society of Monks, 
uſeleſs to the World, * devour- 
ing the Subſtance of it: Nor, like 
otr Hoſpitals, as the Refuge of 
Perſons diſabled and incapacitated 
from being ſerviceable to. their 
Country; but as a National Repo- 
ſitory of the beſt Subjects, form'd 
and train'd in the beſt Manner for 
all kinds of publick Service; in 
which many of their preſent Mem- 
bers are now actually employ'd; 


both at home and abroad; with 


great Credit ro themſelves, aud Be- 
nefit to the Kingdom. 
Thoſe who labour to repreſent 


them in the moſt invidious Light; 
have computed the Summ of their 


Revenues, including all the Col- 


leges 


Advancement of "rhe \ common Un 
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leges and Halls, in tham, hk at; 
5 οοον. pen Aunumi This Compu- 
ration , is, carriedo much tos high; 
but be the: real Value more or Jobs 


1 ir,may,be affim d with great Truth. 


that. there is not cany Eſtate of the. 


fame Value, in, any other Hands. 


whatſoeyer, that: is ſo. benefigiallyb 


employ d. for the, Good, of che King+ 


dom, or that maintains ſo; man 
uſeful. and, -valvable:, Members: of: 
the, Community, at; ſ0j:caſyirande | 

moderate, an Expence. This has: 
been found true in all Ages and 


Governments, and, been q reported 
as. ſuch, by Perſons commiſſion d: 


ta viſit them, with Views no N 
fayqurable to their Intereſts s 
Their Revenues then can ad: 


be; miſchievous or dangerous, hilt. 


che Numbers — Jt 

a juſt Proportion ro: the Largeneſsr; 

of. Ay unleſs che — * 
O 


1 
of Science, Learning, Religion in 
a free and wealthy Country can be 
a real Detriment to it. Nor can 
they with Equity be treated on the 
ſame Foot with other Lands in 
Mortemain; or look d upon as a 
Stock, dead to the Virtue and In- 
duſtry of the Nation; ſince they 
lie open and communicable to Per- 
ſons of all Ranks and Conditions, 
and are in fact enjoy d and poſleſs'd 
promiſcuouſly by rhe Sons and Re- 
lations of all Families in the King- 
dom, from that of the Lord to the 
Peaſant ; being diſtributed, gene- 
rally ſpeaking, fairly and impartial- 
ly, as the Reward of Induſtry and 
Merit among the Youth of the Na- 
tion. For how invidioully ſoever 
the Univerſities may be repreſented, 
it is certain that there is no Place 
in England where Merit is fo ſure © 
of finding Encouragement as there. 
a There 


1173 
There is not any Preferment in 
either of them, excepting a few 
Maſterſhips and Profeſſorſhips, that 
can be reckon d a competent Main- 
tenance to a ſingle Perſon: Their 
Fellowſhips, at a common Eſtimate, 
one with another, will not Amount 
to 50 J. per Ann. including Com- 
mons, Chambers and all Advan- 
tages whatſoever: And if all the 
Fellows were conſtantly Reſident, 
they wou'd fall far ſhort of it. 
Nor does this Income ariſe wholly 
from Lands, but partly from Fees 
and Profits eſtabliſh'd among them 
ſelves, in the ſeveral Colleges: 
And what can this afford, but 
mere Neceſſaries; or a ſcanty and 
temporary Proviſion to Men of 
Education, till they can recom- 
mend themſelves to ſomething ber- 
ter, without any Temptation of 
Eaſe or Plenty to ſpend a lazy Life- 
in ſuch a Situation? 
8 © Shou'd * 


1 
shou'd the Government ſettle a 
yearly Fund, to be diſtributed in 
Præniums, to thoſe who ſpend | 
their Time the moſt uſefully in the 
I mprovement of Arts and Sciences 
the Advancement of Virtue and 
Religion: Could this be called an 
miprovident Settlement; a miſe hie- 
vous Diſpoſition of publick Mo- 
ney : The thing is done to our 
Hands, this is che very Cale of the 
Univerſities: Their Revenues ate 
actually imploy'd to thefe Purpo- 
ſes: And if the Publick does not 
reap all the Fruit from them, that 
might be expected, it muſt not be 
imputed to them, but to ſome 
Difficulty or Diſorder of the Times, 
that does not give Leiſure to our Go- 
vernors to make the proper Uſe and 
Application of that Good, which 
may conſtantly be drawn from them. 
What Grounds of ealouly there. 
fore from Corporations, fo wiſely 
in- 


.. 
inſtituted; ſo uſefully employ d; 
always under the Eyes, and in the 
Hands of the Government, to be 
reform d and reduc'd to Order, as 
oft as they degenerate from their 
ancient Diſcipline, or neglect to 
purſue the Ends of their Inſtitu- 
tion? A 
If the State of them were fairly 
conſiderd; I am perſuaded, chat 
inſtead of reſtraining, it wou'd be 
found neceſſary to enlarge their 
Revenues, in ſome particular Ar- 
ticles. For as far as they are 
deficient, in any ReſpeR, for per- 
fecting the important Work of E- 
ducating our Youth; fo far un- 
doubtedly they want ſome Aid, to 
make their Inſtitution compleat: 
Since nothing can be of more per- 
nicious Conſequence to any Na- 
tion, than the Neceſſity of a Fo- 
reign Education. How defective 
e they 


HS 20 ] 
they may really be in this Way, I 
will not take upon me to ſay: It 
is ſufficient to mention one Caſe, 
in which they are thought to be 


fo; the Inſtitution of Phyſicians : 
Who are generally driven to finiſh 
their Education Abroad, for the 


want of ſufficient Inſtruction at 


Home. For in the Univerſity of 


Cambridge, there is not any Provi- 


ſion for the Profeſſors of Chymiſtry, 
Botany, Anatomy, nor in either of 
them any Hoſpital for the Sick; 


which beſides the common Benefit 
of ſuch Foundations, wou d be of 
ſingular Uſe there, towards formin 


the young Practitioners in Phyſick. 


There is indeed an Eſtate left by 


Will, for the Endowment of ſuch 


an Hoſpital at Cambridge: And the 


Ground is lately purchas'd for the 


Fabrick ; bur the Legacy itſelf be- 
ing too inconſiderable ro produce 
a - | | 5 any 


Ca} 
any great Fruit, without the AC 
ſtance of other Charitable Bene- 
factors, all the Hopes conceiv'd of 
it are now at laſt likely to be blaſt- 
ed, and the Deſig ign elf renders 
uſeleſs by this Bill. 

As as I F are 
brennt of a peculiar Nature 
and Uſe, founded and; cheriſh'd by 
the Care of our Kings, and the 
Wiſdom of Parliaments; and as 
the Settlement of Lands on them, 
has not in any Age been thought 
improvident, or by any Expericnce 
found miſchievous ; nor is chargea- 
ble with the Inconveniences, to 
which other Charitable Donations 
are liable; nor falls within the Sug- 
geſtions, on which this Bill is 
grounded: So it is reaſonable to 
hope, that Bodies fo highly fa- 
vour'd and diſtinguiſh'd by ail Go- 
vernments, Ages, Cn will 

not 
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not be treated upon a Level wich 
Corporation, or Hoſ- 
Saua at the in the Kin om: But if this 
Bil ſhou'd be — into a Law, 


that the Wiſdom, of the Legiſlature 
will provide ſome Clauſe or Amend- 
ment in their Favour, to exempr 

them from the Reſtraints and In- 
capacities, to which they r now —_ 


2 by. it. 


